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of the Provincial finances, to increase municipal resources and financial responsibility. A considerable portion of the municipal revenues had hitherto been devoted to the maintenance of the town police, over which the municipal authorities had no control They were now in most Provinces relieved of this burden, on the understanding that they "would incur an equivalent expenditure on education, medical relief, and local public woiks. At the same time some items of Provincial revenue, suited to and capable of development under local management, were transferred from the Provincial account, with a proportionate amount of Provincial expenditure, for local objects. The principles laid down by Lord Ripon's Government govern the administration of municipalities to the present day. In some Provinces the Acts of 1884, amended in certain respects, are still in force, in others they have been superseded by more recent enactments; but neither the amendments nor the new Acts have substantially altered the system. The later Acts have, however, laid down more fully and precisely the powers and duties of municipal authorities, and the Bombay District Municipalities Act of 1901 is a model of modern municipal methods adapted to the conditions of Indian life. Number of Statistics relating to District municipalities are given in the first table at the end of this chapter. The figures are exclusive of Upper Burma, British Baluchistan, and Ajmer. These localities are omitted, as they cannot be included all through the table and would therefore vitiate comparison. The first year shown in the statement immediately precedes Lord Ripon's reforms. In 1900-1 there ware 742 District municipalities in British India, excluding the territories named above, and they contained nearly 14 million inhabitants. The average population of a municipal town was thus less than 19,000. Only 19 towns h^ve more than 100,000 inhabitants, and seven of these are large centres of native population in the United Provinces, such as Lucknow, Benares, and Cawnpore. The total number of municipalities does not show any marked increase in the last twenty years, New municipalities have btea formed from time to time, but on the other hand there hiwt been removals from the list. It has already been stated that some places of a rural character were constituted municipalities, and the inconvenience of this became more apparent when a real system of local administration was introduced. lteic!p&l The mmdoipal government is vested In it body corporate oon*tlt*> composed of mmtdpiJ commissioners or, as tibty are called in Madras and Boidbfif * mwaidpl cou&eilloft. This body Is